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PHILLIPS INFygE CLASSIC STYLE
O ASECRET GARDEN

THIS classica] Georgian-s

garden of equal stature. Th

with far-reaching views an,

tyle country house needed a
e property has several acres

; d this secret garden was built
on the site of 5 neglected t

T £ ennis cou.rt. The gardens at
ertainly been an influence; the

anchors here are 3 succession of yew topiary domes

leading through each colour coordinated garden with

the owner’s sculptures creating beautiful sight lines.

In the sunny central beds surrounding the topiary,
alliums (‘Mount Everest, ‘Purple Sensation’ and
christophii) emerge from the carpet of Salvia x sylvestris
‘Schneehiigel’, which flowers all summer. Paeonia
lactiflora ‘Duchesse de Nemours’ blooms in early
summer followed by Lavandula angustifolia ‘Rosez),
Alchemilla mollis, Erysimum ‘Bowles’ Mauve’ and
Echinops ritro ‘Veitch’s Blue'.

Thalictrum delavayi ‘Splendide White), Artemisia
‘Valerie Finnis' and white agapanthus sit at the base
bespoke obelisks (woodengardenobelisk.co.uk), home to
climbing roses, including the ‘The Generous Gardener,
and Clematis ‘Miss Bateman’ and C. alpina ‘Helsingborg’,
while shrub roses planted en masse, including ‘Felicia’,
and ‘William and Catherine, smother the floor beneath.—

DESIGN IN DETAIL

« HEDGES AND UNUSUAL DOORWAYS surround
the secret garden — we planted llex crenata ‘Dark
Green' (Japanese box holly) around the entire garden
and more structural evergreens aré provided by
umbrella-pruned Pinus sylvestris with Osmanthus
fragrans providing scent later in the year.

« THE TOPIARY, each weighing twq tqnnes, was
bought from Solitair in Bglglum (solltalrg.be) -a
nursery that specialises In these fantastic mature

imens. Choosing pieces for your fut.ure garden
;p: cslpecial part of the process for our clients.

ATE that was removed from

. CRQS::ﬂ::ligiigrt was used to create the base
4 Orlg(liform sculpture beyond the secret garden
e Iar][he client could enjoy the views across one
\gfh;fhighest points of the Chilterns.

HOMESANDGARDENS.COM 187




